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1983 HALL OF FAME HONOREES
Russell E. Ball
Now rerired and serving as Pre\ident of rhe Southwesrern fenni\ Aslociation.
Ku\sett starled plalrng tennis in lq28 and won his f irst tournamenl in l9Jl.
During his.53 year Loumamenl career. he plaled in f inats of r*o naiioni l
cnampronsnrpsr \eml l tnals In I ive m61s rr6 quafter.f inal i \ t  in \even olher(.
He ranked srx l imes in the lop ren nalionally and tra. 

"on 
moii Souifr*i i iern

recl lonals ( namptonsntpq than any other plaler - 28 jn al l .  Al El Paso HiEh
he won uo) s Doubles jn Slate Tnlerscholasrjc League in lqJ2. He \er\ed as'
Toumament Directol or Referee of more than t S -ma;o, toumaminis inltre nf
Paso area from tqTb-tq82. He atso umpired lor t inaiot rori"ameni, anJ' ioi 'prolessronal tour matches in El paso. Ru(sell  iq a past pre(ident of rhe Creater
El Paso Tennis Association.

Janis Blades Prieto
Janis sLa-f led djving ar the age of I  I  and uon frre ( i t \  Charnpionshios. Dur
Ing.ner lour years at Auslin High School. she compered jn track and was
ranKeo lsl rn the State and 7th in the natron lor hurdles in lS69. In her f irst
Narionat Diving Championship she ptaced ITih our oi pO eiir i .  Si l  ; ;-. t ,  l^;.
rng tor / years to complete her educalion and lo wofk. Sinca l97g she has
consrstently woo gold or si lver medah in l \al ional AAU lMa.rers Outdoor and
Indoor Championships.. Eren-afrer bacl .urger] jn Ig7q. she;;; io; b 

" i ;-I  I  more goto meoals. In tg8u she was a$afded Female Di\er of rhe year for
the Masters AAU Dvision and Alt Arnerican. a full rime Rieisieiid i{;sel\he conrjnues ro reach diring lo high schoolers. h tSA2 .hi pja;d-s€cond in
lne urano l4aster ( tass at the AAU Narional Dr! ing Championships.

Jim Bowden
Jim parLicipared in football. baskerball and lrack at Odes.a High School lhen
served lour ]ears jn Lhe U.S. Na\) before graduaLtng from Teias Western( ollege. _\1nere he \aas Captajn ot lhe foorball leam. He coached football and
Das{etbalt at Ysteta Htgh and Bowie. ln I966 he signed on as Assistanr
Atnlelrc Drreclor and ArhleLic Business Manager for U I El paso and in 1973
became- the Director of Athletics. Jim headed the establishment of the
women's athletic progam in the Western Attrtetic Conference_ Hi iia muctr
ro do wirh lhe nex Sp€cial Evenrs Centef. rhe plal ing \ufface in i f , i  jun go"f
ano new lralnrng tacttt l tes ibr Lhe universi ly. He i5 a past president o[ the El
Paso Athletic Hall oi Fame and serves on ihe Soara 'ot Oiriiio; oi- 

'-'- --
Southwestem Athletics.

Tee Casper
Nominated for his J0 years of radio sport\casting, Tee was a San Antonio all-
crty_and a clstf lcl  lootball  guard jn I9J2 and played in rhe San Anlonio vs
uallas All-SLar Uame rhat year. Enlisl ing in lhe Ajr Coros in 19j4. hequarteJbacked the Kelly Field Fl lerc lo lhe 8lh Corps Aiea championship. He\tarled sports announctng in I9J5 and rhrough Lhe lears has coveied leias
!€ague dase^Da . boxtng. wre\0ing. high school foolball. golf, Colden Clove\
Do$ng ano soutnwest ( ontefence loorball  games. Hejoined KHE\ in 1972.
Tee has wo.l€d with the El Paso Track and Field Association ana liipJ to
develop the UT EI Paso Golf Team. He worked on the first UTEP Atirleric
Banquet and is a former presidenr of rhe El paso Athleric Hal ot f".i.-iiis
capsule iootball refnrts are a weekly feature of lhe Touchdown Club.



John C. Birkhead
John lettercd in football and tack at Austin High
School. At UT El Paso, where he obtained his B.A.
and M.A. degrees, he spent two yea$ as football starter
on both offense and d€fense and participated in lour
years oI track. His athletic credits include 14 years of
amateur basketball, 12 years of bowling and 14 years of
semi-pro baseball. An outstanding softball player lor 33
yearc, he was selected Most Valuable Pitcher in 29
toumaments and was glected Mr. Softball in 1970. He
coached football at Austir and Burges High, where he
also coached track, golf and crcss country for two State
Championships. H€ served l0 years as Assistant
Athletic Director for the El Paso Public Schools. He
died in 1982 at 52 years of age.

Program

Call to Order and Welcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Creen

lnvocation

Dinner

Introduction of Head Table

1983 Hal l  of  Fame President.  . . . . .  . . .  .  .J imPaul

Presentation to Outstanding

Distdct  l 'sAAthletes. . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  .  Clay Cox

BarbaraFleming. . . . . . . . IryinHighschool

Rob€rt Pounds. . . . . . Coronado High School

Presentation to Outstanding

District 2-5A Athl€tes. . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Meredith

Carol Glover . . . . Eastwood High School

Tommy Bonds . . . . . . . . Bel Air High School

Pres€ntation of 1983 Hall of Fame Honorees

and Acceptance Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Green

RussellBall. ...Athlete'sAward

Janis BladesPrieto.. . . . . . . Athlete's Award

Jim Bowden. . . . . . . . Administrator's Award

Tee Casper . . . . . . Media Award

John Birkhead . . . . . . . . Posthumous Award

(Acc€ptanc€ by Mrs. John Birkhead)

Introduction of Guest Sp€aker . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Paul

TomGorman. . . .. . . . . . . Supervisorof National
League UmPires

1983 Outstanding Prep Athletes

District 1"5A
Barbara Fleming
Irvin High School

Robert Pounds
Coronado High School

Dist ct 2-5A
Carol Glover

Eastwood High School

Tommy Bonds
Bel Air Hieh School

E}
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\
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Conclusion of Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Paul



1983 El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame

McCrory's Pharmacy
El Paso National Bank
ASARCO
KHEY-Y96
KTSM-AM/FM
Mr. & Mrs. Phil kieto
Wilson-Walz Sporting Goods Co.
InterFint Bank El Paso, N.A.
El Paso Elect c Co.
Muzak of El Paso
Mission Savings & Loan
State National Bank of El Paso
Bowlero Lanes
Mr, & Mrs. Tom Stone
Newspaper Pdnting Corporation
S€itsinger Soft Water
Texas Commerce Bank-

Border City
Inv€sto$ R€al Estate
Dickshire-Coors

Banquet Sponsors
El Paso Livestock Auction
Travis Crawford Buick
Tovar's Flowers
Investors International
Dr. DaviC M. Carnes
Dr. & Mrs. John Edwin
D. M. Ware
Crinco Investments, Inc.
First State Bank
Bob Musel Tire Centers
Joe Wiessmiller Real Estate
El Paso Natural Gas Co.
Richard Fritz
OMC Quality Trucks
Jo€ Watson, Inc.
L,arry Mahan Boot Co.
Sunset Color Gmphics, Inc.
First Savings & Loan
Eastwood Hospital
Terk Distributing Co.

Lindsay Co. of El Paso
C-ourtesy Chevrolet Center, Inc.
Harding-Orr & McDaniel
Home Mortgage Cc,.
R.C. "Bob" Wilson Farms
Dr. & Mrs. W. P. Cufiis
Charles Crowder
J & J Register Co., Inc.
United Transmissions
Diamonds International
El Paso-Juarez

lnternational Games
H&HCarWash
SUNCO Poultry & Egg Co.
Sahara Slacks
Dick Knapp, Developer
de Bruyn-Rettig Advertising
Marchese-Weiss
Providence Memorial Hospital
N. C. Binyon & Co.

1956-John Phelan
1957-John Phelan
1958-John Phelan
1959-Bob Ingram
1960 Chuck Whitlock
1961-Harry Phillips
1962-Vemus Carey
1963-Thad Steele
1964-John McFall

Past Presidents
El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame

1965-Frank R€dman
1966-Granville M. Green
1967-Jim Bowden
1968-Jim DeGroat
1969-Bob Goldlarb
1970-Bill Woodul
1971-Bert Williams
1972*Dick de Bruyn
1973-Frank Porth
I 974-Ben Collins

1975-Don O'Neil
1976-John Thompson
1977 -Maynafi Haddad
1978-Harris Hatfield
1979-Billy Stevens
1980-Dr. "Pinkey" Edwin
1 98 1 -Tee Casper
I982-"Lucky" Leyerett
1983-Jim Paul




