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1989 Hall of Fame Honorees

Suleiman Nyambui
Suleiman Nyambui is probably the greatest athlete in the history of the National

Collegiate Athletic Association track and field competition. He holds a record 15
indivjdual titles, gain€d while a mernber of the University o[ Texas at El Paso track
team from 1978 through 1982. During his careea the Miners won ll of 12 possible
NCAA titles and ll of 12 W€stem Athletic ConJerence crowns. To judge the
greatness of Suleiman, consider that he still holds the NCAA indoor record for the
5.000-meter nur at l3:00:20 which is also the world's indoor record. He amassed
more major titles than any other runner in NCAA history and brought home a silver
medal in the 1980 OlvmDics in Moscow as a member of the Tanzanian track team.
Suleiman missed the gold by Z/ I O0ths of a second, losing to Miruts Y ifter of Ethiopia
in one of the games' mostthrilling 5,000 meterfinishes. Here are a few of Suleiman's

I w u odrcr accomplishments in NCAA competition: indoor mile champion 1979 through
1982i two-mile champion 1979 through 1982; outdoor 5,000-meter champion 1980 through 1982; and
10,000-meter champion 1979 through 198 2. He was a member of the Miners' cross- country team which won the
NCAA title in 1980. Suleiman was graduated from Ln El Paso in 1987 with a degree in Health and Physical
Education. He keeps in competitive form with marathon running and has won four major titles sincehis collegiate
days. Suleiman Nyarnbui, a running machine who keeps on wiming.

Gus Bailey
Despite a childhood injury which necessitated the insertion of steel rods in his legs,

Gus Bailey found a way to become an outstanding high schrnl, college and
professional basketball player. He was an All-District forward at El Paso's Burges
High School in 1969 and 1970, and he continued his outstanding play on the
University of Texas at El Paso's freshman cage team in 1970-71, averaging 17.5
points and 9.5 rebourds a game. As a sophomore he averaged nine points and 4.3
rebounds a qame for the 2l-7 Miners who ti€d for second in the Westem Athletic
ConJerence iace. Hewas a first team All-WAC selection in 1972-73, averaging 14.3
points and seven rebounds a game, leading UT El Paso in both categories. As a
senior, he averaged 13.9 points a game and was picked for the second All-WAC
team. In his thr€€ seasons on the Miner Vamitv. he scored 937 points and his career
t ield godl percenlage ot.510,334 ot 655 t ield goalsr is lhesi j* lh highest in lheschool s

history. Gus played four seasons in the National Basketball Association after being chosen in the second round of
the 1974 draft by the Houston Rockets. After thr€e seasons with the Rockets, he was traded to th€ New Orleans Jazz
where he completed his professional career. Gus died in Novemb€r 1988 at the age of 37. He will long be
remembered for the courageous performances he gave throughout his competitive career.

George I. Kurita
George Kurita bas done it all and done it exceedingly well. He played high school

athletics at Ysleta High School and later was graduated from El Paso High School,
eaming a football scholarship at New Mexico State University, then New Mexico
A&M. Gmrge lettered as a freshman and when injuries as a sophomore ended his
competitive career, he became a trainer and student assistant. He later gained his
degree in Pharmacy from the Unive$ity of Colorado and began a splendid ,t7 -year
career in this field. Somehow he found time to become an outstanding golfer as well
as volunteering to help youth athletic programs. He helped start the Babe Ruth
Baseball kague in El Paso, served as president of Associated Baseball Council of
EI Paso which supervised the various boys baseball programs in the I960s and
worked with the Optimist Club on its various youth projects. Duringall his years of
devot€d volunteer service he found time to work as a pharmacist. operate a farm in

the Lower Vallev and helD his wife raise and educate three children. Georse helDedestablishEl Paso's fifft Poison
Control Center,'the Eagle Scouts Board of Rer ie$ and was an origjnal member of the Downtown Development
Committee. George joined the El Paso Atl etic Hall of Fame as a committee member shortly after its founding in
1958 and has sewed as the group's trcasurer since 1962. G€orge Kurita geh the job done and gets it done well.



Mary |ane McCutcheon
Mary Jane McCutcheon has had a ball all her life - a basketball, a volleyball, a

tennis ball - they all bounce right for this outstanding athlete and coach. Mary Jane
was graduated from Balmorhea High School in 1956 after playing four,vears of
basketball and being named All-Dist ct each season. Her teams were regional
champion5lbrIhree!ears and she was named A l l -Regiona I  tor lour 1ears. sh" was
voted the outstanding basketball player in Texas in 1955. But basketball wasn't her
only sport in high school. She lettered four years and was on a district volleyball
championship team for three years, played fbur years of tennis, and was voted most
athletic lor four years. She also formd time to be a cheerleader, a member of Future
Homemake of Ame ca and to perform in the band. She was still going at top speed
when she entered the University of Texas at El Paso. She was active all four years in
badminton, basketball, softball, swirnining and volleyball. Unfortunateln none of

those spofts was recognized for women at that time so her comiderable accomplishments went largely umoticed.
But lhe sl i l ls chF had gained sened her in good slead. Upon graduat ion trom Uf El Paso in 1960. she bcgan an
outstanding coaching career which has included, among other accomplishments, l2 district championships and
more than I ,000 victories in volleyball at Burges High Schcrl. When you look at her accomplishments as a player
and a coach, you'll have to agree Mary Jane has had a ball.

Gerald Campbell
Gerald Keith CamDbell was one of those natural student-athletes who comes

along too infrequently. Consider that he played four years of outstanding high school
f@tball (unbeaten and untied for lour yea$ in district competition), leftered and
was captain of the basketball team for three years and captain ol the track team at
Odessa High School. But he didn't neglect his studies. He was a member of the
National Honor Society, Student Body President and member of the Stud€nt
Council. He continued his winning ways in the classrGn and on thc g diron at
Texas Westem College, playing and letterlng four years on the foorball team and
setting new records whilc playing as a salety on defense, fullback on offerxe and punt
retumer, including a school record retum for 68 yards and a touchdown. He
excelled in open field tackles, pass interceptions and blocked prurts. And all o{ this
defensive and offensive firepower came from a 5'8" 147-pound frame. Hewas an
ran on the Miners sDrint relav team and in the dashes. Gerald was selected to theuutstanding luw hurdler dnd rdn on lhc Miners spr inl

Border Conference football team in t95l andnamedhonorablementionAll'American. Uponhisgraduation from
Texas western in I952, he began a successful business career that included developing a coating proc€ss to prevent
rusting of reinforcing steel in concrete. His process is presently being used worldwide. He has maintained his close
ties to LfT Paso through financial support as well as keeping close contact with former classmates. Gerald
CamDbell- a winner on and off th€ field.

James E. Rogers, Jr.
J ames E. (firnmy) Rogers, Jr. ha-s been identified with the Sun Bowl s ince the 1960s

and his interest and dedication have helped retain and improve the year-end classic.
Jimmy's interest in making the Sun Bowl better canbe trac€d to his lifelong love of
athletics. AtEl Paso High School he was an enthusiastic, if not spectacular, football
player and sports supporter. He display€d the same interest and concern at Southern
M€thodist University and when he retumed to El Paso after military service in 1959.
He began volunteering for Sun Bowl tasks in the early 1960s and became vice
president of the Sun Bowl basketball toumarnent for four years beginning in 1963.
He was a member of the Sun Bowl game selection committee during thc 1960s and
has helped bring to El Paso such outstanding teams as Oklahoma, Washington,
Nebraska, Arizona, Alabama, SMU, Missouri, Kansas,Texas and Stanlord. Hewas
the youngest man to be elected Sun Bowl president in 1970 and instead of bowing out

of the organization after reaching the top, he continued and actually increased his padicipation. He has be€n the
key figure in the Sun Bowl-CBS Television relationship, and was instrumental in the John Hancock sponso$hip of
the Sur Bowl. Jimmy has sened as president of the Touchdown Club, El Dorados and was chairman of the UT
El Paso Athletic Committee whose recommendations led to the construction of the Special Events Center- He now
heads the real estate firm of Rogen & Belding where he began work with his father in 1959. Jimmy Rogers is a man
who has pul the Sun Bowl first and helped keep it there.



fames Forbes
Jim Forbes participated in the 1972 Olympic basketball championships against

the Russians but his memories are marred by the controversy \ahich cost his team a
gold medal. But there is no controversy over]imt basketbatl abilitr. He has been a
leader since his high schooldays at Bel Air High Sch@l where, from 1967 to 1970,
he was the leading scorer, rebounder and unanimous All-District selection. He was
named to the Sunkist High SchoolAll-Americanteam in 1969-70 and started for the
South in the annual Texas High School All-Star basketball game in 1970. His UT
ElPaso college career is equally impressive. He was a starter for three years,
cocaptain for two years and was the yourgest player chos€n for the Pan-American
team while still a freshman in l97l. He was chosen as the yorngest player for the
Olympic team in 1972 and was a starter on the Olympic team which refused to
accept the silver medal after their dispute-clouded last-second defeat by Russia.

Only one month after the Olympics, he suflered tom ligaments and a damaged kneecap in a practice game. He
could play in only nine games as a junior and rmderwent several knee op€rations to prepare for his linal season.
Despite being slowed, he retained his starting position and was a team cocaptain. His injured knee kept him from
accepting a draft by the Chicago Bulls of the National Basketball Association. With h is active playing days over, he
returned to his studies and upon graduation from UT El Paso in 1979, began a coaching car€cr in the Ysleta
lndependent School Dist ct. His t€ans have won 67 percent of their games over nine ycars. He is currently the
headcoach at Riverside High School where his teams havewon 97 gamesand lost only 49 in five years. Jim Forbes
has been a winner on and off the court.

Program
welcome. . . . . .  JohnMcFall,  Masterofceremonies
NationalAnthem. .. .Dr.Hughcardon
Invocation. . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr.JohnEdwin

A Moment of Silence for the Departed

DINNER
Introduction of El Paso Athl€tic Hall  of Fame . . . .  -.  PresidentPeggieBirkhead
Presentation of 1989 Outstanding High School Athletesl

District l -AAAAA wi . . . . Preserted by Clay Cox
Distr ict  2-AAAAA Wi . . . . . . . . . .PrcsentedbyRuthMeredi th

and JoeBob Shook
Presentation of 1989 El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees:

LivingAthlete. . . Gerald Campbell
LivingAthlete. .  . .  .  .  JamesForbes
LivingAthl€te. SuleimanNyambui
Posthumous Award . . . . GusBailey
Coach/Administrator . . . . . . . . George I. Kurita
Coach/Administrator . . MaryJane Mccutcheon
Supportero{Athletics .. . . .  JamesE. Rogers, Jr.

CONCLUSION

Outstanding High School Athletes for 1988-1989
District I -AAAAA

David Hemandez. Bor.r ieHigh School Angelica GurroJa. AustinHighSch"ol

District 2-AAAAA
Sylvia Munoz, Socorro High School Cabriel Herrcra. Rir ersideHigh Scho"l



Hall of Fame Past Presidents
1956 - John Phelan
1957 - John Phelan
1958 - John Phelan
1959 Bob Ingran
1960 Chuck Whitlock
l96l - Harry Phillips'
1962 Vemus Carey*
1963 Thad Steele
1964 John McFall
1965 Frank Redman
1966 - G.M. (Bil l)Creen
1967 Jim Bowden

1968 Jim D€Groat*
1969 Bob Gold{arb
1970 Bill Woodul
l97l Bert Wil l iams
1972 - Dick de Bru)m
1973 - Frank Porth
1974 Ben Collins
1975 Don O'Neil l
1976 John Thompson
1977 - Maynard Haddad
1978 - Harris Hatfield
1979 Billy Stcvens

1980 Dr. Johlr (Pinky)Edwin
I981 Tee Casper*
1982 - C.w' (Lucky) Leverett
1983 - Jim Paul
1984 Steve Decroat
1985 Ken George
1986 - Richard Fritz
1987 Vince Carafano.
1988 Luis Flores, Jr.

Bob Azar
Russell Ball
Jim Becknell
Roger Bell
Sal Berroteran
Nick Binyon
Bill Birkhead
Peggie Birkhead
Margaret Bloss
Jim Bowden
Bob Bowling
Virginia Burney
Butch Campos
Harris Cantrell
David Carrasco
Tom Chavez
Vic Clark
Clay Cox
Tim Crenshaw
Peter Dahl
James Dean
Dick de Bruyn
Stcve DeGroat
Eva del Hierro
Artie Dolt

Walter Driver
Derry Eads
John Edwin
Carlton Elliott
Luis Flores
Al Franco
Richard Fritz
Ken George
Bobby Goldfarb
John Cooden
Don Haskins
Don Henry
Bobby Joe Hill
Mary Hoover
Brad Hovious
Don Hughes
Bob Ingram
C.D. Jarvis
Sam Jenkins
Cene Jordan
Bob Kaerwer
Emest Keily
Ted Kepple
Harrison Kohl
George Kurita

Acknowledgements
The El PasoAthletic Hall ofFame gratefully acknowledges the following firms whose contributionshavepaid
th€ cost of theDlaques tob€ awarded to 1989 inductees of the Hall ofFame: MBanks ofEl Paso, SunwestBank,
Texas CommeiceBanks, Texas National Bank, James& Luther,lnc., Cene Stogner, Holiday Inn Airyort and
Joe Zeni's M&W Sporting Goods. Door prizes for tonight's dinner were furnished by Dee's T-Shirts; Jana's
Hair Fantasy; Desert Sun Golf, Termis & Skii Cinema Theater CVMI LeBaron's Primitive Artifacts; Bowl
El Paso; Nevada Bob's;Avila's MexicanFood; ChampionDance Studio& Trophies; Michelino's Restaurant
and A Friend.

Hall of Fame Committee/Members
Prcsident . . . Ms. Peggie Birkhead
VicePr€sident.. . .  .  . .  .  Tim Crenshaw

Lucky Leverett
Karen Linton
Julius Lowenberg
Ro), Lown
Bob Ludwig
Bill Macate€
Jim Malone
James Mason
Don Maynard
Ron McDaniels
John McFall
Ronald Mcl.eod
Jack McNutt
Pete Melendez
Steve Meitler
Ruth Meredith
Mark Miller
Flip Morin
Jack Mor s
Buif Morrison
Maxine Neill-Johnson
Gene Odell
Sal Olivas
Don O'Neill
L.O. Page

Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . .  f imBeclmel l*
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . Ceorge L Kurita

Jack Parks
Rick Parr
J.D. Partridge
Richard Pearson
Santos (Kayo) Perez
John Phelan
E. Bernard Polk
Frank Porth
Janis Blades Prieto
Yvan Rechy
Hawley Richeson
Art Roberts
Dick Shinaut
Charles Smith
Bill Stevens
Gene Stogner
Paul Strelzin
Millie Vasquez
Oscar Vil lareal
Dale Waters
Chuck Whitlock
Bobby wisgs
Marge Williamson
Jerry Wright



Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Abrams
El Paso/Juarez Intemational Games
Ms..Margaret Bloss
Casa Jurado
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Decroat
Dr. & MIs. Billy Dickey
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Drewery
Ms. Margaret DuPont
Mr. & Mrs. Joe M. Clomez
KDBC-TV Channel 4
KVIA-TV Channel 7
Miller Beer of El Paso
John D. Williams Company
Wyler Industrial works

1989 Hall of Fame Sponsors
Irene & Ira Batt
Sunwest Bank
Bob Hoy's WorldAutomotive Market
de Bruyn-Rettig Advertising, Inc.
Juarez Racetrack
KTSM-AM-FM-TV
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Phelan
Club Morocco
Mr. & Mrs. Ceorge L Kurita
Sanitary Plumbing & Heating
El Paso Golf Hall of Fame
KHEY & Y-96
Miss Paris
El Paso Natural Gas Company

H&HCarWash
Richard & Bobbie Fritz
La Terraza Restaurant
Casner Imports
C & R R€staurant
El Paso Diablo Baseball
Sahara Sportswear
Flip & Marie Morin
KAMA-FM Radio
Congratulations from

Ray Hibler
Red Mender/Club Morocco
Rogers & Belding

1973 Bobby Goldfarb
l9?3 Dolph Quijano
1973 Gene Jordan
1973 - Harison Kohl
1974 - Nolan Richardson
1974 Mary Hoover
t974 - Charles (Red) Harris*
1974 - Saul Kleinfeld.
1974 - Bob Ingram
1974 Raymond B. Ward, Sr.*
1974 Fred Wendt
1975 - Lee Trevino
1975 - Lee Floyd"
1975 Karen Linton
1975 Dr. John Edwin
1975 Robert Carson*
1975 - John Phelan
1976 - C.M. Hendricks*
1976 Billy Stevens
1976 Thad Steele
1976 - Jim Decroatt
1976 - John McFall
1976 - Jim Paul
1976 - Chuck Whitlock
1977 Oscar Vil lareal
1977 - Dick Shinaut
1977 - Pete Melendez
1977 Bobby Dobbs*
1977 Dalton Hill'
1977 Jud Milton
1978 - Bob Arnold
1978-Har s Cantrelt
1978 David L. Carrasco
1978 - Wayne Vandenburg
1978 Ray Sanchez
1978 Margaret Osborne Du Pont
1979 D.W. Conway
1980 Tony Carvajal*
1980 - Jack Cutice*
1980 - Emest L. Keily
1981 - Chris P. Fox*
1981 Roy Lown
1981 - Ken George

1981 Ted Banks
l98l - Lawrence (Sag) Shea*
1982 - E.R. Bowman*
1982 Bill Cummins
1982 Fred Kriss
1982 - Vic Clark
1983 Russell  E. Ball
I983 John C. Birkhead*
1983 Janis Blades Prieto
1983 - Jim Bowd€n
1983 - Tee Casper*
1984 Peggie Robertson Birkh€ad
1984 LaIIy Jessee
1984 Charles R. Smith
1984 - Jack McNutt
198,1 Alb€rt C. Messer*
1985 Bobby Joe Hill
1985 Tom Chavez
1985 - Samuel L. Jenkins
1985 - Gene Odell
1985 Fenton E. Slaughter*
1985 Camile Whitfield
1986 - C.B. (Stretch) Elliott
1986 - Robert E. Kolliner*
1986 - Jack P. Mords
1986 L.O. Page
1986 - Frank Porth
1986 - Cene Stogner
1987 J.D. Part dge
I987 Walter Driver
1987 Joe Hague
1987 - Larry Stubing
1987 - K.C. Brown
1987 James Malone
1987 - Bill Macatee
1988 - John (Jack)Parks
1988 - Santos (Kayo)Perez
1988 Dr. R.J. (Buddy) Shaeffer
1988 Dr. James G. Mason
1988 Miss Lydia Sierra
1988 - Mrs. Ma{orie Williamson

1989 Hall of Fame Past Honorees
1955 Andy Cohen'
1955 N.A. Ferguson*
1956 - Cliff Hill.
1956 - Margaret Varner
1957 - Luther Coblentz'
1957 Ken Heineman
1958 - Dr. Sandy Esquivel*
1958 - Asa Porter*
1959 Jack Harden
1959 - Mack Saxon *

1960 - Judge Ballard Coldwell*
1960 E.E. (Mannie) Pons{ord*
196l - Bob Osborn*
1961 - Willie Shoemaker
1962 - Syd Coh€n*
1962 - Carlos Edwards .

1963 Mike Brumbelow*
1963 - Dr. James Vance'
1964 - A.L. (Doc) Holm*
1964 Bob Laraba*
1965 W.J. (Chule) Milner*
I965 Javier Montes
1966 A.S. Valdespino*
1966 - Clyde Wafer*
196? - Frank Redman
1967 Charles H. Leavell, Sr.*
1967 - Ross Moore.
1967 - Jesse Whittenton
1968 - Don Maynard
1968 Hany Phillips.
1968 Nemo Henera*
t969 - George Ball
1969 

- 
Mike Izqui€rdo

1969 Agatha Lee
1970 - Dale Waters
1970 - Ben Collins
l97l Paul Barry
1971 - Vernus Carey*
l97l Don Haskins
1972 Chuck Hughes*
1972 - C.D. Jarvis
1972 P^nlLopez
1973 Wayne Hansen*




