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Cory Herman was born in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, on January 16, 1975.  He grew 
up in a small town in Saskatchewan, where he was raised on a farm.  As a child in 
rural Saskatchewan, the number one activity aside from farming was hockey.  He 
started playing at the age of three, and eventually worked his way up to playing 
college hockey at the University of Regina. 
 
In 1999, he received an invitation to play for the El Paso Buzzards.  He had never 
heard of El Paso, Texas, but decided to take the chance and accept the offer. He 
played for the Buzzards for two seasons, but his career was cut short after an 
injury that permanently suspended his hockey playing.  He took up a position in 
the Buzzards’ back office selling sponsorships and volunteered for the youth 
hockey program.  In 2001, he took over the youth hockey program and started 
the El Paso Hockey Association (EPHA). 
 
As the youth hockey program continued to grow, Cory decided to start a Junior 
Hockey team.  He joined the Western Stated Hockey League (WSHL), and the El 
Paso Rhinos were started in 2006.  Cory became head coach, and during their 14 
years in the WSHL, they won 10 division championships, 4 Thorne Cup 
Championships, and 2 national titles. 
 
In 2020, the El Paso Rhinos made the switch to the esteemed National American 
Hockey League (NAHL), and also added a Tier II team, also called the El Paso 
Rhinos, in the National American 3 Hockey League (NA3HL). 
 
That same year, Herman retired from coaching in order to focus on business 
operations.  As a head coach, he amassed nearly 700 wins, 2 national titles, 4 
Thorne Cup Championships, and various Midwest Division Titles. 
 
Also in 2020, Herman and the El Paso Rhinos won the national competition called 
Kraft Hockeyville, which is hosted by Kraft Foods and the National Hockey League 
(NHL).  As part of their grand prize, Herman and the Rhinos were able to host the 
Dallas Stars and the Arizona Coyotes in a hockey game at their home rink, the El 



Paso County Events Center.  That was the first time two national teams of any 
sport have played each other in El Paso, and it all happened in the Rhinos’ home 
rink. 
 
From contacts he met through the Kraft Hockeyville process, Herman then was 
asked to work on an outdoor NHL Stadium Series game in Nashville, Tennessee.  
He then was asked to work an NHL Winter Classic game and another Stadium 
Series game.  Following those events, he was officially asked to be part of the NHL 
outdoor ice crew, which very few people are a part of.  He now works 2-3 outdoor 
NHL games per year in different locations across the US and Canada.  
 
All the while, since its inception in 2001, the El Paso Hockey Association has 
grown to house several programs, including youth hockey, adult hockey, two 
figure skating clubs, public skating, military skating, special needs programs, and 
many more.  There are currently over 600 kids in the youth program and over 200 
participants within the two figure skating clubs.  The EPHA serves over 1,000 
families.  Although most are local, the rink is home to people from all over the 
region, including Juarez, Las Cruces, Alamogordo, and beyond. 
 
Furthermore, under Herman’s guidance, the two Rhinos junior teams participate 
in over 200 community and charity events per year, with the ultimate goal of 
giving back to the community in any way they can.  Not only that, Rhinos players 
have a program called Skate Mates, wherein they go to local schools weekly and 
read to children.  They also have a close working relationship with the Boys and 
Girls Club, Child Crisis Center, and other local non-profits in the Sun City.  
Supporting the community that supports the Rhinos is very important to Herman 
and the Rhinos association.   
 
The Rhinos have also hosted 2-4 training camps per summer in El Paso for the last 
4 years, bringing in up to 300 players per camp.  The sports tourism economic 
impact of these training camps is notable, and has been marked as second only to 
the Sun Bowl. 
 
Cory has not only kept hockey alive in the Sun City, but he has grown the Rhinos 
and El Paso Hockey Association significantly in the past 22 years.  His 
contributions to the city of El Paso are innumerable.  
 



Without Herman, hockey in El Paso would not have survived following the 
Buzzards’ end.  He has shown his true dedication to hockey and to the City of El 
Paso by keeping the sport alive in such a non-traditional market. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Experience Timeline for Cory Herman 
 

• 1999- Cory Herman moves to El Paso to play for the El Paso Buzzards 
• 2001- Cory takes over the youth hockey program and establishes the El 

Paso Hockey Association 
• 2006- Cory buys a franchise in the Western States Hockey League (WSHL) 

and the El Paso Rhinos are born.  Cory is head coach 
• 2007- Rhinos are the WSHL Midwest Division Champions 
• 2008- Rhinos are the Midwest Division Champions and go on to win the 

Thorne Cup Championship 
• 2009- Rhinos are the Midwest Division Champions 
• 2011- Rhinos are Midwest Division Champions 
• 2011- Rhinos are USA Hockey Tier III Junior Nationals Silver Medalists 
• 2012- Rhinos are Midwest Division Champions 
• 2013- Rhinos are Mountain Division Champions 
• 2014- Rhinos are Mountain Division Champions and go on to win the 

Thorne Cup Championship 
• 2014- The El Paso Rhinos win the National Championship 
• 2015- Rhinos are Mountain Division Champions 
• 2018- Rhinos are Mountain Division Champions and go on to win the 

Thorne Cup Championship 
• 2019- Rhinos are Mountain Division Champions and go on to win the 

Thorne Cup Championship 
• 2020- The El Paso Rhinos join the higher esteemed National American 

Hockey League and create a second team to join the National American 3 
Hockey League 

• 2020- Cory Herman retires from coaching to focus on the business side of 
the Rhinos 

• 2020- The El Paso Rhinos win the Kraft Hockeyville title, a nationwide 
competition for most spirited hockey community 



• 2021- The Rhinos host the Dallas Stars and Arizona Coyotes in an exhibition 
game, the first time two national teams of any sport have ever played each 
other in the Sun City.  The Stanley Cup also traveled to El Paso! 

• 2021- Cory is hired by the NHL ice crew to work on NHL outdoor games and 
becomes a part of the permanent ice crew 

• 2023- The El Paso Figure Skating Club becomes World Champions 
• 2023- Cory continues to build the various programs and has plans to 

expand the rink to include a second sheet of ice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
As I sit here thinking about the last 22 or so years... one thing definitely stands 
out. Yep, hockey. Hockey has been a major part of my family’s life, Ty, our 
oldest began his passion for the game at age 3, that’s right, age 3. Cory Herman 
laced up Ty’s skates, turned over a 5 gallon bucket, put him on the ice… and 
the rest is history. 
Ty, then briefly Kylie and then Trey all began the passion that is hockey, Rhino 
hockey to be more specific. Cory brought this Canadian ice game to our desert 
and we have been committed to the game, him, and the Rhinos ever since. Ty 
played from age 3, throughout primary school, then high school and eventually 
made the Rhino junior team led by Cory Herman himself. A kid, from the El 
Paso area, playing hockey with players from all over the world… pretty 
impressive, I’d say.  Cory helped mold our boys into resilient, tough, respectful 
young men, with his demanding practice schedules and no-nonsense discipline 
on and off the ice. The expectations he set for his players has transcended into 
his players personal lives, making them overall better members of society. Ty 
was able to try his hand at college hockey after aging out of juniors, all because 
Cory gave him his first opportunity as a Rhino. 
 
Not only has Cory had an impact on all of the players that have gone through 
the program but to the community of El Paso as well. He started this program 
from the ground up and it continues to grow and bring more and more people 
together every day. I can’t think of anyone more deserving of the Sports Hall of 
Fame nomination. Cory brought this amazing world of hockey to our family and 
so many others in our community, and I for one am so very thankful to him. 
 
- Kelly Erramouspe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I am writing to endorse the Nomination of Cory Herman to the El Paso Sports Hall 
of Fame. 
 
Cory Herman, former head coach of the El Paso Rhinos hockey team, owns the El 
Paso Rhinos junior hockey teams and founded the El Paso Hockey Association. 
 
Cory has turned the most unlikely sport to live in the Sun City into one of the most 
successful sports franchises in the region. Herman came to El Paso in 1999 as a 
player with the El Paso Buzzards ice hockey team. That team ceased operations in 
2003, and in the same year, Herman started the El Paso Hockey Association by 
beginning with youth hockey programs.  He later founded the El Paso Rhinos in 
2006. 
 
Under the Western States Hockey League, the Rhinos won four Thorne Cup 
championships and made 13 playoff appearances. 
 
In 2020, the team joined the North American Hockey League and added a second 
team: One developmental team on the NA3HL, one of two Tier III junior leagues 
sanctioned by USA Hockey; and another in the North American Hockey League, 
which is sanctioned as a Tier II league – the highest level of junior hockey. 
 
Under Herman’s leadership, this desert city has rallied around hockey.  Cory 
Herman has been a staple of hockey in El Paso since 1999 when he first arrived 
here from Canada, while helping the Sun City embrace a sport he has immense 
passion for. Herman played one season with the El Paso Buzzards before he 
founded the El Paso Hockey Association in 2001 and the El Paso Rhinos junior 
hockey team in 2006. Herman’s goal is to help youth hockey players achieve 
theirs by playing at higher levels of hockey, including the NCAA.  
 
Rhinos players are out in the community almost daily, mentoring youngsters 
through a local school program called Skate Mates. When they're not in 
classrooms or gymnasiums, Rhinos players are volunteering at the local Boys and 
Girls Club and the YMCA, coaching youth hockey and participating in learn-to-
skate initiatives. 
 
All Rhino players interact with the community and help grow hockey in El Paso. 
The junior team sells out about 95 percent of its home games, and the Rhinos 



youth program has seen 2,900 percent growth since 2008. They've also added a 
Lady Rhinos program, a high school program and numerous learn-to-play events.  
 
The community support has evolved into a booster club that feeds players after 
games and a web of billet families willing to support out-of-town players.  The 
Rhinos are heavily involved with local charities and organizations, while also 
reaching out to schools all around El Paso.  
 
In 2020, El Paso Rhinos fans helped the Rhinos win the national Kraft Hockeyville 
USA contest. Hundreds of communities entered, but El Paso earned the title as 
2020's most spirited hockey community in America after amassing the most votes 
online in the Kraft Hockeyville USA 2020 contest.  In addition to a preseason 
game, the Events Center won $150,000 in rink upgrades and $10,000 in 
equipment from the NHL Players' Association Goals & Dreams fund.   The fan-
driven win brought the Stars and Coyotes to El Paso to celebrate and showcase 
the Kraft Hockeyville designation as a testament to hockey's growth 
geographically and demographically in El Paso. 
 
In 2021 the El Pasos Rhinos announced that the club will expand their partnership 
with Mexico’s national hockey organization as well as the Ice Hockey Workshop 
Group of Mexico. 
 
Cory Herman, the Rhinos’ current CEO and former head coach who led the team 
to multiple championships, was a member of the ice maintenance crew at 
Boston’s Fenway Park, for the NHL Winter Classic, as well as the outdoor NHL 
games in Nashville and North Carolina.  Cory will continue to help the National 
Hockey League make ice for their hockey games along with his current role as CEO 
of the El Paso Rhinos hockey team. 
 
Cory Herman deserves to  be a member of the “El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame”. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Lory Rogers 
915-227-1314 
 
 
 



Hi	there,	
	
I	am	writing	to	you	all	today	because	as	Cory	Herman's	mother-in-law	I	would	
like	to	recommend	him	for	the	El	Paso	Athletic	Hall	of	Fame.	
	
He	is	well	deserving	and	so	very	humble.	He	has	worked	for	years	to	bring	this	
incredible	sport	to	El	Paso,	first	as	a	player	for	the	Buzzards,	and	then	starting	
his	own	organization	to	continue	in	the	Sun	City,	which	he	dearly	loves.	This	is	
hard	work	and	he	has	brought	his	A	game	in	creating	a	well	renowned	team	
and	establishment.	
	
He	has	had	the	biggest	success	with	many	Western	State	League	Playoffs	and	
Thorne	Cup	Champions.	His	organization	has	brought	so	many	young	players	
here	through	the	years	and	all	of	these	players	live	with	billets	families	that	
take	them	in	and	treat	them	like	their	own.	It	is	through	so	many	people	and	
families	that	makes	this	all	a	success.	Cory	never	stops	working,	this	is	his	
whole	life.		The	Arena	is	packed	and	so	beautiful	and	always	improving...	It	
never	stops	year-round.	
	
And	it	is	not	just	hockey	at	the	Arena,	there	is	ice	skating	for	all	El	Pasoans,	
figure	skating	and	Hockey	leagues	of	all	ages	year-round.	
	
Cory	has	made	El	Paso	his	home	and	the	Rhinos	are	the	best	of	El	Paso.	
	
Thank	you	and	I	hope	you	will	consider	Cory	Herman	because	he	is	amazing	
and	kind	and	works	so	hard.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Mindy	Marcus	
915-433-6338	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Corey Heon 
President / El Paso Rhinos 
4100 E. Paisano Dr. 
El Paso, TX, 79902 
cheon@elpasorhinos.com 
915-491-4625 
September 27, 2023 
 
Dear Selection Committee, 

I am writing to enthusiastically endorse Cory Herman for induction into the El 
Paso Athletic Hall of Fame. It is with great pleasure that I offer my highest 
recommendation for Cory Herman as a nominee for this prestigious honor. 

I have had the distinct privilege of knowing Cory for the past 25 years, during 
which time I have witnessed his extraordinary contributions to the El Paso 
Hockey Association, the El Paso Rhinos Organization and the city of El Paso. 
His exceptional skills, unwavering dedication, and exemplary sportsmanship 
make him an ideal candidate for this recognition. 

Cory was a standout athlete during his hockey career at both the Collegiate 
and Pro levels of hockey, demonstrating remarkable talent and determination. 
He consistently displayed remarkable leadership both on and off the field, 
serving as a role model for his teammates and peers. His commitment to 
excellence and tireless work ethic were instrumental in elevating the El Paso 
Hockey Association and El Paso Rhinos Organization to new levels. 

Cory's impact extended beyond the ice and classroom. He was actively 
involved in community service, demonstrating a strong sense of social 
responsibility and a genuine desire to give back to his community. His 
contributions to local charitable organizations and volunteering efforts 
exemplify his character and values. 

In summary, Cory Herman possesses all the qualities one would expect in an 
exceptional athlete and role model. His outstanding athletic achievements, 
commitment to academic excellence, and contributions to the community 

mailto:cheon@elpasorhinos.com


make him a highly deserving candidate for induction into the EP Athletic Hall 
of Fame. 

I wholeheartedly recommend Cory Herman for this prestigious honor and 
urge the Selection Committee to consider his nomination with the highest 
regard. His induction would be a fitting tribute to a truly exceptional individual 
who has made an indelible mark on the El Paso Hockey Association, the El 
Paso Rhinos Organization and the community. 

Please feel free to reach out to me at cheon@elpasorhinos.com or 915-491-
4625, if you require any additional information or have any questions 
regarding Cory's qualifications. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Corey Heon 
President / El Paso Rhinos 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Cory Herman has several titles. Currently he is the owner of the El Paso Rhinos. He’s an 

entrepreneur, chicken coop handler, ex pro hockey player, coach, but the title that will always mean 

the most to me is dad. Cory Herman in technical terms is my ex step father. He was married to my 

mother for a majority of my childhood, but the two divorced by the time I was in college. The details 

of this matter because to better understand our relationship, I would like to go into the depths of who 

Cory Herman truly is. He is the man that walked me down the aisle, and continued to raise me even 

when there was no obligation to do so. He provided me everything I wanted in this life, even though 

it might be more like something out of Modern Family. As someone who has watched him from the 

beginning of his coaching career to the end, I could discuss every win and championship; how he 

annihilated every opposing team, but I prefer to speak on the impact he made on our community, the 

men who played for him, and the man who helped shape me into who I am today.  

One of my earlier memories was eating breakfast with Cory and an older teammate Heo. 

There were a couple of kids who ran up to our table and asked for their autographs. At the time Cory 

was no longer playing hockey due to the pro team folding, but as a child you could only imagine how 

enamored I was to see someone I knew who was “famous.” With the team folding and hockey slowly 

dissipating from our community, Cory transitioned from Player to Coach. This was the start of 

rebuilding hockey in El Paso Texas.  

Cory took over a youth hockey program with about less than 40 kids. As the program grew 

so did the need for our own facility. I watched Cory and his brother David turn an equestrian barn 

into a functioning rink. In 2001 Cory purchased and coached The El Paso Rhinos. This is when the 

dream of creating a hockey community came to life.  

The love for hockey grew and so did a hockey family of our own. The most loyal of fans 

became our family, and supported this dream to continue the growth of hockey. Win after win, 

championship after championship, Cory created a small hockey empire in the sun city. In 2020 the El 

Paso Rhinos won Hockeyville, meaning two NHL teams would play in the Rhino Barn. The barn that 

was once just a pile of dirt, was now hosting an NHL game. The same ice I learned how to skate on, 



was now being used by some of the best hockey players in the world. The Herman family for the first 

time in El Paso history had a pro team play in the city of El Paso.  

As an adult you tend to see your parents as more human than hero, but even in adulthood I 

still am impressed with all my father has accomplished. At 19 I broke the cardinal sin of dating a 

hockey player Michael Rivera, also ex captain of the El Paso Rhinos, who is now my husband. 

Through this relationship, Michael showed me a different perspective of the love he had for the 

Rhinos, along with meeting and spending time with the players that once played for my step father. 

Older rhino players would feel the need to talk about how Cory Herman impacted their life. They 

would tell me stories about their time in El Paso. A common denominator from most of the players 

was that Cory Herman was tough, but their time in El Paso was the greatest time of their life. Cory 

kept his players accountable and pushed them to be the very best. Several of these players are now 

coaches across the country. I do not think we will ever understand how far the impact Cory Herman 

has made, but I do know it is far beyond city limits. He embodies what every true leader does; he 

makes a difference and has shaped not only mine but thousands of lives across the country. Hockey 

does not just exist in El Paso, it is thriving thanks to Cory Herman. 

 
 
-- 

Alexis Ramirez 

Special Education Teacher 

Charles Haskell Elementary   

(405) 726-4247 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

  
  

October 6, 2023 

  

To whom it may concern:  

  

My name is Sandra Pelko, I am the Head coach and Director of El Paso Blades Skating 
Academy. I am pleased to write a letter on behalf of Mr. Cory Herman, who I have known for 
about 20 years.  He is a member of the community who I have come to respect over the years 
because of what he has contributed to the city of El Paso, TX.  

I came to know Mr. Cory Herman, when he started to propose an ice rink be built in El Paso. 
Once he did the impossible and was able to start hockey and skating programs in El Paso I 
helped and volunteered for his sessions as an ice monitor and later under his guidance I took 
over the figure skating program and I am the head coach for his Learn to skate program. I have 
been a witness of all the kids that have benefited from hockey and figure skating. 

His dedication brought to El Paso the sport of hockey, in a town that had not seen a hockey game 
or an ice rink in a long time. He built a very successful hockey program and team and brought the 
love of hockey to a place where ice sports were not popular. He has two successful figure skating 
programs under the same building which is also a hard task. He continues to grow the love of 
hockey and other ice sports with only 1 sheet of ice and continues to have successful hockey teams 
and programs after all these years.  I look forward to seeing the growth of hockey and other ice 
sports under his leadership and continue to value him as a leader and mentor.  

  

Regards,  

 
Sandra J. Pelko  
El Paso Blades Skating Academy  
Head Coach/ISI District 11 Director  
915-525-4504  
sndrpelko32@gmail.com  
  



	



	


