Bobby R. Kirkley

El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame Nomination

Full Name:
Parents Names
Place of Birth:
Date of Birth:

Living Athlete Category

PERSONAL PROFILE:
Bobby Rodriguez Kirkley

Aristine and Venston Kirkley
Bordeaux, France

October 8, 1954

Elementary School: Bliss Elementary School, El Paso, Texas

Middle School:
High Schools:
College:

Ross Middle School, El Paso, Texas
Burges High School and Parkland High School, Graduated 1973
Eastern New Mexico University, BS Sociology (1978)



All City Player Bobby Kirkley at Parkland High School

Athletic Achievements:

High School
Played on the Burges Freshman Team for Coach Tony Harper

His Dad retired and they moved to Northeast El Paso and thus played for Parkland
High School.

At Parkland I had to sit out year and would have been on Team when Paul
Kubinski of Parkland scored 75 points in a game.

Averaged a Double — Double in his career as a Junior averaged 27 points and 11
rebounds and as a senior averaged 30 points a game and 12 rebounds.

Scored 45 points as the most in one game in December of 1972 against Andress.
All District - Two Years

All City — Two Years

Parkland High School — Team MVP twice



College

1973, 1975, 1976, 1977: Letterman Basketball

1975-1977: AL Garten Award for outstanding athlete in all
sports at Eastern New Mexico

1975-1976 NAIA All District Following the 1975-76 season, he
received the Al Garten Award which is for outstanding athlete
in all sports at Eastern New Mexico.

1975-1977: NAIA #1 Scorer (30.9 Scoring Average, 19 games)
1985 El Paso Prep Hoop Hall of Fame newspaper article
1975-1977: District VII All Star Team

1976: All District VII

1977: NAIA All American Third Team

Second leading scorer in Greyhound history, 1,996 points
January 31, 1978: Greyhound team record, scored 50 points
against N.M. Highlands and is a single game record at ENMU
1977-78 Only NAIA player voted to play in Wilson Pizza Hut
Basketball All Star Game in Las Vegas, Nevada (only El
Pasoan besides Gus Bailey) (Most prestigious of the era)

2009 Induction into Hall of Honors, Eastern New Mexico
University, Men’s Basketball.

At the time of induction, Bobby Kirkley was and still is the
second leading career scorer for the Hounds' basketball team
(the leading scorer is Greg Hyder who also played in the NBA
with Nate “Tiny” Archibald.

He was the leading scorer in the nation among NAIA schools,
averaging 30.9 points over 19 games and was named to the
NAIA Basketball All American Third Team in 1977.

Following the 1977-78 season, he was named Greatest
Greyhound at Eastern New Mexico University
https://goeasternathletics.com/honors/hall-of-honors?hof=144

Professional Background:

Assistant Pastor, Immanuel House of Prayer, 1991-2004
Pastor, White Horse Christian Center, October 2004-Curre



I‘ All-American

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
| on the basis of recommendations from
its member newspapers. radio and television stations.,
and reporis frem regional All-American basketball
boards, has selected

Bob Jirklep, Eastern Jew Mexico
Shiry Team

a member of the

ALL-AMERICAN BASKETBALL TEAM

e

College Division







To El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame Committee:

I am writing to enthusiastically recommend Bobby Kirkley for induction into the El
Paso Hall of Fame. As a former teammate of Bobby at Eastern New Mexico
University for two years. I also had the pleasure to watch Booby play his first 2 years
in college.

I saw him improve his skills and his body to improve his game. Bobby could play any
position on the floor. He would go inside or outside depending on who was guarding
him. It's to bad that we didn't have the 3-point line back then or his records would have
been higher.

Besides performing at a high level as a player. Bobby was a great leader and teammate.
Bobby led the NAIA in points per game his senior year and was 3rd his junior year.

Bobby was also selected to play in the top college All Star game at the time (Pizza Hut
Classic).

Bobby has already been selected to the ENMU Athletic Hall of Fame.

You couldn't find a more deserving person than Bobby Kirkley to being selected into
the El Paso Hall of Fame.

Thank You
Douglas Gibson

Retired HS Varsity Basketball Coach, Houston, TX



To El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame Committee:

| am writing to wholeheartedly recommend Bobby Kirkley for the
induction into the El Paso Hall of Fame Athletic Committee.

As a player, Bobby Kirkley has made an indelible impact on the
sport of basketball, and | believe his accomplishments and
contributions warrant this prestigious recognition.

Bobby Kirkely is of high moral character and truly has made an
impact on all that have known him.

Joe Blackburn

Teammate at Eastern New Mexico University (1976-1977)
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To El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame Committee

This letter of reference is being penned for Pastor Bobby Rodriguez Kirkley. A man
I’ve known for the last 13 years, not just as my pastor, but as my spiritual father.

Over the years, | found Pastor Kirkley to be a man of the utmost integrity, a man of
extreme faith and a man who always possesses an on-time word for those in need.

Those who need encouragement and for those who need to be empowered.

His life’s mission, in my opinion, is truly one that is intended to reconcile man back
to God.

I know that this letter is going to be considered in his application to be inducted into
the El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame.

He’s more than worthy and his exploits throughout his athletic life speaks for itself.

Bobby Kirkley played with NBA basketball greats, such as Maurice Cheeks, Sydney
Moncrief, Mychal “sweet bells” Thompson and Ron Brewer to name a few.

I believe he is the epitome of what Hall of Fames, nationwide, in every sport, is
looking for.

It 1s without any reservation at all and with the highest recommendation that I
recommend Pastor Bobby Kirkley.

He, being a product of El Paso, Texas, an outstanding basketball player and a great
athlete, in his own right should be enshrined into the El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame.

I can write a book about Pastor Kirkley, but it would better serve this objective to
verbally speak as to who this great human he is.

I can be reached at any time to speak about this gem, this gift to mankind into the
earth from God.

God bless you!

Sincerely,

Rolando Greene,

Head Men’s and Women’s Track and Field Coach at the University of Kentucky

rgreene@uky.edu




Dear Members of the Selection Committee: Page 1 of Letter

| am writing to highly recommend Pastor Bobby Kirkley for induction into the
Basketball Hall of Fame. My name is Jack Owens, and | am currently an
assistant basketball coach at DePaul University in Chicago.

| previously served as the head basketball coach at Miami of Ohio, and |
have had the privilege of knowing and working closely with Pastor Kirkley for
many years.

It is without hesitation that | support his candidacy for this prestigious honor,
Pastor Bobby Kirkley is a remarkable individual whose influence extends far
beyond the basketball court.

As a father figure, mentor, and someone | could always count on, he has
been a tremendous source of guidance and support—not only for me but
also for countless others within the community.

Through his unwavering commitment to service, he has demonstrated a
character that exemplifies the values of integrity, perseverance, and
compassion that are core to the spirit of a Hall of Fame inductee.

Pastor Kirkley’s impact transcends the game of basketball. He has dedicated
his life to helping others experience restoration and healing, leading many to
overcome obstacles that have held them back.

His ability to provide strength and encouragement to those in need reflects
his deep commitment to the well-being of others, both inside and outside of
sports.

Whether working with individuals on a personal level or leading larger
initiatives, his influence has empowered many to become victorious in areas
of life where they previously struggled.

In addition to being an outstanding leader and mentor, Pastor Kirkley is also
the epitome of a team player. He has always been someone who champions
collaboration, fostering an environment where those around him can thrive.
His humility and selflessness are traits that have earned him the trust and
respect of all who have had the privilege to work alongside him.

He approaches every challenge with the mindset of a warrior—resilient,
determined, and always striving for excellence.

Dear Members of the Selection Committee: (continued) page 2 of letter



In basketball, as in life, the true champions are not only those who score the
most points or win the most games, but those who uplift others and leave a
lasting, positive impact on their community.

Pastor Bobby Kirkley embodies these qualities in every aspect of his life,
making him a true representative of what it means to be a Hall of Famer.

| can say with certainty that Pastor Kirkley’s induction into the Basketball Hall
of Fame would not only honor his achievements as a leader but also
recognize the profound and lasting contributions he has made to his
community, the sport, and the lives of those who know him.

He is a living testament to the power of perseverance, service, and faith.
Thank you for considering this recommendation for a man who has given so
much to those around him.

| am confident that Pastor Bobby Kirkley’s legacy will continue to inspire
future generations, and | am honored to offer my full support for his induction
into the Hall of Fame.

Sincerely,

Jack Owens

Assistant Basketball Coach
DePaul University

UEPAUL

BLUE DEMUONS

Hall of FAme Committee,



Itis with great honorthat| recommend Bobby Kirkley forinduction to the EL Paso
Sports Hall of Fame.

| have known Bobby for over 50 years and his growth as a man of integrity may
be the only thing that can overshadow his abilities that he displayed on the
basketball court during his basketball career at Parkland High School and
Eastern New Mexico University.

Bobby Kirkley was a Trailblazer for me and many other young basketball players
growing up in El Paso. He was a gifted big man with a great touch and could
score from anywhere on the court. He was also a tremendous competitor who
worked tirelessly at his craft, and it inspired me to follow in his footsteps.

| had the good fortune of playing against Bobby at Parkland and Eastern New
Mexico and was able to experience his greatness firsthand at both levels.

During my freshman year at Andress he scored 40 points against us, and we
had one of the city's better players guarding him. It cost us extra running at
practice the next day, but it was awe experience for me to witness.

During my freshman year at New Mexico State University, we travelled to play
Bobby at Eastern. Boby had been injured and haven't played in several weeks,
so he wasn't really mentioned on the scouting report, but | tried to tell my
teammates how good he really was and that if he goes into the game be
ready. They didn't believe me. Bobby didn't start that night but came into game
later. When the game was over, and all was said and done, he scored 44 points
on us and made believers of them all.

Over Bobby's basketball career he led the City in scoring and eventually led the
NCAA in scoring, no small feat for a kid from El Paso.

Once again, | am honored to nominate Bobby Kirkley for his long overdue
induction into the El Paso Sports Hall of Fame.

With Highest Regards,

Greg Webb

Andress High School Graduate

New Mexico State University Graduate
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Bob

Dn. Wanren B. Ammsitno;
Presddent

Eastern New Mexico University
Fortales

In Recagnition 0f Outstanding

Athbetic Contributions Tn Basketball To

Eastern New Mexico Univensity, The State

0f New Mexico, And The National Asseciation 0f

Tntercollegiate Athletics, 1 Do Hereby Dectare
The Week Of Febwary 27 Through March 4

Rirkleyp

At Eastenn New Mexico University
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EASTERN
NEW MEXICO
UNIVERSITY

BOB KIRKLEY
All-American Candidate ‘
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LAS VEGAS SUN. 23

By BILL GUTHRIE
Executive Sports Editor
When the ball goes up at 1 p.m.
Saturday, many of the best collegiate
basketball players in the nation will
be on the floor at the Las Vegas
Convention Center,

It's the Tth Annual Pima Hut

Basketball Classic, featuring the best

senior basketball players from the

West against the best of the East. The

game is being televised nationally by
BS.

From the rosters of the two
teams, if history is an example, will
come many of the NBA stars of
tomorrow. Past Pima Hut partici-

pants have included stars like David
Thompson, Lionel Hollins and Walter
Davis. Al are having standout pro
seasons.

Any of the 10 performers Safurday
are likely to make someone's NBA
roster next season, with such col-
legiate stars as Marquette's Jerome
Whitehead and Butch Lee, DePaul's
Dave Corzine, Jack Givens of Ken-
tucky, Bradley's. Roger Phegley,

Wayne Radford of Indiana, Rick
Wilson of Louisville, Harry Morgan
of Indiana State and Jeff Covinglon
of Youngstown State playing for the
East. Lee is college basketball's
Pplayer of the year.

Pizza Hut Classic...

Coaching the East team is Don
Gavitt of Providence.

The only player who failed to
show for the game was George John-
son, a 67 forward out of St. John's.

The West is led by Minnesota's
Mychal Thompson, generally re-
garded as (he best hig man in col-

legiate basketball, and a strong cont-
ingent of backeourt performers,
Possible starters are guards for
the West are Ron Brewer of Arkansas
and Mike Evans of Kansas State,
with Maurice Cheeks of West Texas

. State and Ray Townsend of UCLA

sharing playlng time,
Thompson will be spelled at cen-
ter by Utah State's Mike Santos.

« Forsards include UNLV's Jackie
Robinson, Jeff Judkins of Utah, Mike
Russell of Texas Tech and Eastern

el b Kiker__—_
rosters are filled with players

High scorer on either team is
~Kirkley, who the NAIA thi
“a 30.9 average. Tops for the East is
er Phegley, who averaged 27.6.
Phepley is familiar to Las Vegas
basketball fans. In. ‘wnbimmm

Collegiate Stars Of Today, NBA Stars Tomorrow

Walker’s seoring records at Bradley,

The &fool-7 Brave demonstrated
his smooth movement on the inside
and soft shot from the corner by
seoring 14 polnts Thursday night in
an all-siar contest against Athletes in
Action.

The Piza Hut Classic probably
means the most to the stars from the
small schools, who will be getting a
chance to show the pro scouts their
abilities- against the best of the big.
schools.

Covington, who scored 265 for
Youngstown, was small college
player of the vear, and is capable of
‘playing either center or forward at 6~

foot7 and 210 pounds.

foot5, also plays a couple of posi-
tions. The Eastern New Mexico star
can go either at forward or a very.
strong

UNLV's Robinson, who played a
comeback game this year after sitting
out the Rebels' great 1976-71 season
with a severe injury, is getting a final
chance to convinge the scouts that
Te's all the way back and ready for
the pros.

‘Remaining tickets go on sale in
the Convention Center ticket office at.
8 a.m, Saturday, Game officials said
plenty of good seats still are avail-
able.




All-time Allistar Teams
Modern era (1960-1985)  Dldtimers (1921-1959)

ga.u;a Helght, School. Last Year.) Nane HI elﬁg‘iﬁam“ “‘fz“n

. 6-5, Durges, 1970. Lo,

Jim Fﬂm 53-'7 Del Air, 1070, & ' EI Pa
K%ﬁhn 6. Bl Paso High. 1065. 0, Bowte, 1 Hinh. 1838,
Bob oy. 6-4. Parkiand, 1972, Bl

Ed Lynum, 67, Bel Alr, 1971,

Gabe Nava, 61. Austn, 1970.
Dnvul Palacios. 0-2. Auuln 1;1
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McHeeter, Wayne Tmllmoﬂ Jimn Bowaden.

Parklang — Pnll Spradiing.

Yeleta — Julo Gaillardd.

Modern era (1960- 1985)3

(Name, Height, School. Last Year.) i
Gus Bailey, 6-5, Durges, 1970.
Jlm Forbes. 67 Bel Alr 1970,
John, 6-1. El Paso High. 1865.

Boh kloy H. Parkland, 1972,
Ed Ly'nnm 6-7 Bel Air, 1971
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God reconciled us to
Himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of
reconciliation. - 2 Cor. 5:18

KRIRKLEY

KING & PRIEST

establishes his
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Bobby Kirkley at 6°4” and 220 Ibs. was a Charles Barkley before the
basketball legend as Bobby was a legend in High School and College.

Bobby could play any position on the floor and is the only player besides
Gus Bailey to play in the most prestigious All-Star Game of the time in
the “Wilson Pizza Hut Classic’ in 1977 and played with Mychal
Thompson, Maurice Cheeks, Ron Brewer. The Coach for Bobby’s team
was James E. Naismith Hall of Famer Eddie Sutton.

In 1977 Bobby Kirkley was saved through the prayers of the church on
campus at Eastern New Mexico University and changed his course in
life which has been the inspiration to his now 30 years in Pastoral
Ministry which he still proudly still serves today at White Horse
Christian Center in W. Lafayette Indiana.



